
A letter from President Mr. John Steffes sent to parents on Monday, March 17, 

2020: 

 
Dear Kuemper Parents - thanks for your continued patience, support and prayers to 

Kuemper and for a quick end to the current COVID-19 emergency. We are working 

to make decisions that will keep students and staff safe and do our part to prevent 

the spread of COVID-19. 

 
We have been in communication with Carroll Community School District and Carroll 

County Public Health. The closure is recommended to reduce contact between 

students, staff, and community members. The time away also provides the Iowa 

Department of Public Health time to review trends and provide additional 

information as to how best proceed based on the present information regarding the 

Coronavirus or COVID-19. At this time, we have not been made aware of any staff 

member or student in our district with the virus, but cases in surrounding areas are 

becoming more prevalent. 

 
With Kuemper closing for the next 4 weeks until Wednesday, April 15, we have a 

few announcements. We will continue to monitor the fluid situation and provide 

more information as it becomes available. We will also look to follow any 

recommendations made by the State of Iowa in the future. 

 
We do not currently have confirmation from the State of any guidance on makeup 

days, makeup options, or days forgiven at this time. 

 
Kuemper teachers are meeting on Tuesday of this week in small groups to plan the 

best educational experience for your child during this national emergency. Watch 

your email for more information from either school or your child's teacher. 

 
Students with belongings in a Kuemper center may go to that respective center on 

Wednesday, March 18 from 11am to 7pm only. We ask you to honor this window to 

retrieve any necessary belongings or school supplies. Buildings will be locked so 

press the buzzer to be allowed in as usual. 

 
All events, field trips, banquets, activities, etc. are cancelled or postponed until 

further notice. 

 
● All athletic practices and competitions are cancelled until April 15, 2020. 

 
● No school sponsored travel is permitted. 

 
● We are reviewing calendar options at this time. We will release calendar changes 

as they become available. 



 
 
 
We will review all best practice procedures to assist us in reducing the spread of 

illness in a calm but diligent approach to this ever-changing situation. The Center 

for Disease Control and Iowa Department of Public Health recommends: 

 
● Frequently wash hands using soap and water for 20 seconds. In the absence of 

soap and water the use of hand sanitizer is recommended. 

 
● Avoid close contact with others who are sick. (A six-foot radius is recommended.) 

 
● Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing 

 
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

 
● Clean high touch areas frequently. Wipes and regular household cleaning supplies 

are recommended. 

 
 
 
Kuemper's web site will now post relevant updates at www.kuemper.org/covid19. 

Visit this site for future updates. 

 
Finally, please pray for an end to this COVID-19 crisis and join others in this prayer. 

Thank you. 

 
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. We fly 

to you today as your beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us with your 

Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana. Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our 

nation and world, and for all our families and loved ones, the protection of your 

holy angels, that we may be spared the worst of this illness. For those already 

afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. Hear the cries 

of those who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and help them to 

trust. In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the Church to love one 

another and to be patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land 

and to our hearts. We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our 

compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy. Shelter us under the 

mantle of your protection, keep us in the embrace of your arms, help us always to 

know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 


